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Dedicated Board Member, Jessica Feder Mantel 
honored at the Mayoral Service Recognition Ceremony

Dianne O. Woodburn, Senior Staff Attorney,  
JASA Legal Services for the Elderly, presented with 

the public service award from St. John’s Law School 
and its Public Interest Center for her trailblazing 

commitment to a public interest

YLC Members Josh Weiss, Sharon Makowsky, Myla Arumugam, Corey Omer, Anne Gole, 
Elliot Schaja, Jessie Lurie, Brittany Mitchel, Nicole Baron, Ilana Mittleman, and Rachel Kramer

THE CITY’S RENT FREEZE PROGRAM –  Senior
Citizen Increase Exemption (SCRIE) for those age 62
and older and the Disability Rent Increase Exemption
(DRIE) – enables over 60,000 older adults and individuals
with disabilities to remain in their homes and age-in-place
even with fixed incomes.

Over the past few years, JASA’s legal staff saw a growing
number of clients being kicked off of the Rent Freeze
Program and evicted from their apartments simply because
they had not submitted their renewal paperwork in time.
In many cases, they didn’t renew because they were sick
or hospitalized.

Two years ago, JASA partnered with two other legal
services programs to bring a class action suit against the
City on behalf of a JASA client. The number of plaintiffs we
represented in the action grew to 20,000.

Last fall, a federal judge ruled in our favor and as a result, the
City changed its renewal policy, and is in the process of
reinstating these vital benefits and reimbursing the plaintiffs.

This kind of win will make a palpable difference in the lives of
people in great need of the program, and it sends a message
that older New Yorkers’ rights can and will be defended.

JASA’s Legal Services program is made possible thanks to
the generous support of the David Berg Foundation and
other funders.

JASA Legal Services Wins Class Action Lawsuit 
Restoring Rent Freeze Benefits to 20,000 Seniors 
and Disabled Individuals

JASA’s Young 
Leaders Council
JASA’s Young Leaders Council is a
group of young adults in their 20s
through late 30s who advance JASA’s
work of enabling older adults to live
better, healthier, more vibrant lives by
leveraging their personal commitment
and collective power to make New
York a better place for seniors to live.

For more information regarding
YLC events and membership,
email youngleaders@jasa.org
or call 212-273-5211.

247 West 37th Street, 9th Floor  
New York, NY 10018

Founded in 1968, JASA’s mission 
is to sustain and enrich the lives  
of the aging in the New York  
metropolitan area so that they  
can remain in the community  
with dignity and autonomy.

www.jasa.org
communications@jasa.org
212.273.5320

@JASASeniors SUNDAYS AT JASA, a highly-regarded cultural program at 
JASA, is a one of a kind, college level continuing education 
program for adults 55+. The 10-week semester takes place 
twice a year at John Jay College on Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side. 

For 35 years, Sundays at JASA instructors have included 
luminaries from the worlds of politics, the arts, media, 
and more. The program brings together hundreds of the 
best and brightest students New York has to offer with 
over 20 courses offered weekly, including Pondering 
Politics, Acting, Opera, Philosophy, Computer Instruction, 
and Bridge.

One of Sundays at JASA’s signature classes is Get a 
Clue! Crossword Construction where students learn 
the principles of crossword puzzle construction and 
then submit a final puzzle to the New York Times. 

In May, the New York Times not only published a puzzle, 
but did a featured article all about the Sundays at JASA
Crossword Class! The article can be found on the New 
York Times at: https://nyti.ms/2pjwPsy. The May puzzle 
can be found on page 5 of this newsletter. A second puzzle
from the Sundays at JASA class was published in September.

The New York Times Features JASA’s
Crossword Puzzle Class

FOURTEEN puzzles have been published 
in the New York Times thus far!

The New York Community Trust awards two grants to JASA
FOR ADVOCACY EFFORTS IN NATURALLY OCCURRING RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES (NORCS)
The New York Community Trust granted JASA $100,000 to expand JASA’s training of older adults to advocate for the 
needs of their communities and themselves. The training program will be launched in JASA’s Naturally Occurring 
Retirement Communities (NORCs) programs, buildings or communities that were not originally designed specifically for 
seniors, but have a large percentage of senior residents. JASA will create a NORC Advocacy and Leadership Council that 
will promote the advocacy and leadership skills of current NORC leaders as well as identifying new, informed leaders to 
sustain the programs.

FOR JASA CLIENTS WITH ARTHRITIS
Arthritis is a common chronic disease that often gets worse with age, and it effects many JASA clients. Earlier this year, 
The New York Community Trust awarded JASA a $90,000 grant over two years to help over 200 older adults with arthritis 
with daily living. By providing household items such as shoe horns, gripper pads, and reachers, as well as clothing, shoes, 
bedding, and furniture, JASA clients with arthritis will be able to better manage their day-to-day needs.
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Celebrating Seniors 
Cocktail Reception
JASA HELD OUR ANNUAL CELEBRATING SENIORS 
COCKTAIL RECEPTION ON TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2017 AT  
THE AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN 
MANHATTAN. Over 250 donors raised $460,000 for the services 
that JASA provides New York’s seniors. The event was attended by 
activists, philanthropists, government officials, business executives, 
JASA Trustees, nonprofit officials, seniors served by JASA, and 
other VIPs.

The evening honored Richard Ravitch, former New York State 
Lieutenant Governor, lawyer, businessman, author, and a leader in 
developing affordable housing. 

“I’ve long been an admirer of what JASA has done, looking out for 
the elderly population who has enormous social and human needs,” 
said Richard. “Without organizations like JASA, things would be 
dramatically much worse than they are.”

JASA sincerely thanks all of the generous sponsors for their support 
in making Celebrating Seniors a success for JASA and the 43,000+ 
seniors we serve each year.

Visit www.jasa.org for a full list of event sponsors.
Enid Boxer, JASA Trustee Leonard Boxer,  
and Elaine & Dr. Simon Parisier

JASA Trustee Jessica Feder Mantel 
and Rachel Kramer

Joseph Zimmerman and JASA Trustee 
Bonnie Rosenberg

CELEBRATING SENIORS

Advocates
Crystal & Company

Jessica Feder and Alan Mantel

Eric and Pam Greenhut

Janet Greenhut

Martin and Lynn Halbfinger

David Hildes

Jim and Helene Lawrence and 

Betsy and Edward Schiff

Ruth and Sam Perelson

Martin and Susan Siroka

Waterside Plaza LLC, Richard 

Ravitch, and Peter Davis

Champions
Cork Management LLC

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & 

 Jacobson LLP

Mark R. and Gail Imowitz

Lee and Murray Kushner

Ellie and Martin Lifton

New Tech Co.

Nancy and Martin Polevoy

Linda and Norton Rosensweig

Corinne Winston and  

Joseph Rubin

Eleanor Wagner

Peter Davis and Honorable Richard Ravitch

JASA Trustee Carol Chin and David Birnbaum

President of JASA’s Board of Trustees Mark 
Imowitz, Ira Schuman, and Gail Imowitz

JASA Trustee Martin Siroka and David Boccio

Lee Schalop, Lisa Schalop and Dini Golden

JASA Client Rafael Rafaelov and
JASA Staff Viktoriya Krugolets

Chief Executive Officer of JASA Kathryn Haslanger, Manhattan Borough President  
Gale Brewer, Auctioneer Toby Usnik of Philanthropic Impact Partners, and Honorable 
Richard Ravitch

JASA is turning 50 in 2018!
Save the date! MAY 16 will be JASA’s Annual Event
celebrating 50 years of helping older New Yorkers! Stay 
tuned for other anniversary events and activities to come. 
Development@jasa.org  •  212.273.5320

@JASASeniors 

Copyright (c) 2017 The New York Times Company Reprinted by Permission
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